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mh 2 peared frind, 


had heard, in common with every other Indi- 


vidual of this large City, that a Treaty was on 
Foot, for compoſing the Differences that have 
o long obſtructed our ſocial Happineſs, as well 
as Trade, if not Equity and Juſtice too; and 
was ſincerely pleaſed with the Proſpect of better 


Times, and of a Return of Concord to this diſ- 
tracted Land. I waited impatiently for ſome 
certain Information to be communicated to the 


Publick, of the Terms of Accommodation; 5 


which, however, I knew, from the Nature of 


HE Cauſe of my Silence, on the Sub- 
ject you mention, was no other than 
this, that I knew nothing about it. 1 


the Thing, could not be had, till the finiſhing 
K 2 Hand 


had conſented to make it publick, if any Treaty 
were coneludec. 


the two Parties, into which we are divides one 
is ſupported by Power, and all the Friends it 
can create, who, like a diſciplined Army, muſt obey 
Command, without enquiring into the Motives 
of Action, or Laws of Conduct in their Supe- | 
riors; the other is held together by Conſent only, 
and a Union formed for Preſervation of Rights. | 


the Leaders inſignificant. In the laſt, every one 
Liberty to retire, and in conſequence © m 


Minds; in the other, they muſt be all of one 
Mind, or, more properly, of uo Mind at all, WM 
but as their Leaders infuſe it. Look back then, 
and wonder at the Unanimity of Ireland s Friends | 
for the Years that are paſt; and wonder till 
more, when you conſider the Men, and the 
' Qualities they muſt poſſes, who have held to- 


[ 4 ] 


Hand was put to the Negotiation, and the Parties 


You will obſerve, my good Friend, that of ö 


Here, every Man is important; there, all but 


is Maſter of himſelf, and, if ddogtented, at 


happen, as we vulgarly ſay, /o many Men ſo many | 


} 

gether this wwilling Band, without Power to com- 
mand, or Ability to reward. They were held = 
together, you may ſay, by their common Dan- if 
ger, as in a leaky Ship all Hands will work for WM » 
their own Sake, as well as for the common Pre. b 
| ſervation. There is little Doubt but every Indi- 1 
vidual, who joined the Patriots, was under Con- n 
viction, that himſelf muſt ſuffer in the Ruin of = 
his Country, and, if the Ship foundered, he mult N b. 


periſn = 


{21 


_ periſh with the reſt ; and that this Conſideration 
was a juſt and principal Motive for his Attach- 
ment; but had every one crouded to put his Hand 
to the Helm, or inſiſted to direct what Courſe 


ſhould be ſteered, I ſuppoſe it will be granted the 


Ship of the Commonwealth had been foundered 
long ago, or, at leaſt, made the Sport. of Ivey 95 


Wave and Wind. 


But to be more particular i in anſwering your 
Doubts and plain Queſtions : you aſk, if any thing 
can be ſo bad as Suſpence ? and wonder I ſhould | 
not let my Friends know the worft. As to my 
own Part, I have already accounted for my Silence, 
and you have, with equal Modeſty and Senſe, 


prevented an Anſwer, by immediately owning, 


that, perhaps, you are 100 ſuſpicious in your Zeal. 
And very juſtly obſerve, * it cannot be that thoſe 
© who have ſo long, and ſo much like Men, con- 

* tended for Liberty and Independence to the 
© Repreſentative of the People, ſhould now mean- 


y truckle to Limitations for paltry Places and 


* Employments;* but, in the next Paragraph, 
you add, What need have the Commons to 
Condition with the L—d L 


* let them do 
Friend George's Buſineſs and their own!“ Now, 


if Friend George's Buſineſs, and their own, (by 
which you muſt mean the national Buſineſs) can 
be better done by conditioning with the L—d 


t, than by a different Conduct, I perſuade 
mylelf you would adviſe it. Peace is the End of 


War, and if a ſafe and honourable Peace can be 


had, who would refuſe to ratify it? Miſtake me 
| 5 


164 

not, my Friend, or think I am ſo much an Ad- 
vocate for Peace as to ſue for it on mean or hard 
Conditions. Our Friends, tho' ever ready to make 
Peace, are little fearful of the Events of a Conteſt, 
and, if I am rightly informed, never made, but 
received Overtures of Accommodation, which 


fingle Circumſtance ſhould induce us to believe, 


that, as they are under no Neceſſity of truckling, 
they will not comply with Propoſals their Country | 
may diſlike, or, contrary to all Experience, be 
the leſs brave, becauſe their Danger is ſmall. 
I You take for granted, that a Condition is made, 
: by which the Commons are ty'd up from inquiring | 
into the Male- Adminiſtration of ſome Perſons lately 
in Government. Though I do not believe it, 1 
will ſuppoſe, for Argument, it may be fo; and | 
let us ſtate the Good, or Evil, may ariſe from ſuch | 
a Conceſſion. If, in return for this, it be ſtipu- | 
| lated, that no Alteration ſhall be made in Mon- 
Bills; or injurious Preambles be inſerted ; that 
our Friends in Parliament, who were diſmiſſed 
from any Share in the Government, and loſt their 
Places, be reſtored, (for that was long com- 
plained of as a national Grievance, and very | 
juſtly ;) that the P——e, in purſuance of the | 
univerſal Senſe of the People, be left out of Go- | 
vernment : I ſay, if this be done, I am at a Lols | 
to know what more we want ; but then you ſay, | 
the Price outweighs the Purchaſe, if an Tnquiry le 
Ropped ; now, let us ſee what an Inquiry, proba. 
bly, might end in. It muſt be one or other ot | 
_ either an Addrefs t that the D— of D—\* 
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 tiſþ Places, or Councils. 


MI 


vill be a Precedent for Oppreſſion. 
nothing can be no Precedent, though I grant it 
may be an Encouragement to Oppreſſion, and 5 
that a ſucceſsful Repreſentation of paſt Iniquity = 
may deter the Practice for the future; 5 
there were, as the general State of Affairs i is now 
circumſtanced, any Likelyhood of ſucceeding in 
it, you, and all the Proteſtant Readers in Irelaud, 
had heard me ſpeak in ſich a Tone ere now, that 


[1] 
removed from all Places of Truſt and Profit; or, 
an Impeachment. As to the firſt, he has no Place 


of Truſt or Profit in Ireland; and the Commons 


will hardly requeſt he may be diſmiſſed from Bri- 
If it end in impeaching, 
before whom is the Complaint to be laid? before 


the L—ds1 in MWeſiminſter, the Iſſue of which no 


one can tell, and it is not impoſſible their L—ps 
155 be too buſy, or too unwilling to meddle with 
as do not find an Inſtance on Record of any 


impenrkiſiene from Ireland before that Houſe, 
though ſome of our Members have gem Evidence ; 
there collaterally. * | 


But you ſay, my Friend, eg this N 
Now, doing 


and if 5 


had left no Cauſe to complain of my Silence. 
What J have here conſidered in your Letter, 


is all, (if I miſtake not) material enough to require 
an Anſwer; but J muſt beg leave to remark that 
your Fears, as well as Cenſures, are premature, 
wg that you vary from the Maxim you ſet 8 


* That an upright Heart miftruſteth no 
"a without a Cauſe, when you talk of di/- 
"nurable Gags, and bringing their AT Spirit 

to 


: (81 
10 Market. If ever any one was to be rely'd on, 

the Patriot you queſtion is the Man, and has 
4 given ſuch Demonſtrations of inflexible Integrity, 


many — could vary Nature and Reaſon in 


| that one leſs anxious than you are, about the 
1} general Welfare, or, to ſpeak plain, leſs timid 
| | in his Truſt of frail Man, had never entertained 
| if the leaſt Suſpicion that wenty-one Months, or as 
bt. - 
_—_—: his Breaſt. 
| | | 


I am far from condemning your Patriot Zeal, 

b but believe, it is out of Place, at all Events: If 
a Coalition be forming, on juſt Grounds, and a 
good Bargain made for our Country, every good 
Patriot ſhould rejoice in it; if Conceſſions be | 
made, to the Detriment of our Country, a little | 
Time will diſcover them, and they, in whom 
we have put our Truſt, will be as odious to the 
Publick, as their Truſt betray'd deſerves, and | 
which, I believe, they will not venture on for | 


Reaſons publick and Povate, 
1 | 5 14 3 
| am yours, &c. 


we AbvER TR. 
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